N. O. CUCURBITACEAE	1139
Nigeria—C.  ficifohus  A.   Rich.,   C.   rnelo   Linn.,   C.   prophetarum
Linn —.
official:—In Portugal, the seeds of C melo Linn., the unripe
fruit of C. sativus Linn., and the pulp of C. colocynthis Linn.
(Citrullus colocynthis Arnott and Schrader),
1 Cucumis trigonus Roxb. Hort. Beng. (1814) 70; Wight
Ic. t 497.—C. pseudo-colocynthis Royle 111. 220, t. 47, f. 2.—
piate 456.
Perennial, scabrid, monoecious; stems 09-1 5 m long, slender,
angled, rough with short rigid hairs. Tendrils simple, leaves sub-
orhicular in outline, 25-5 cm. long and broad (sometimes larger),
scabud on both sin faces, hispid on the nerves beneath, cordate at the
base, deeply palmately 5-7-lobed, the lobes ovate-oblong or obovate,
often narrowed at the base, rounded at the apex, lobulate or dentate;
petioles slender, striate, scabrid, often hispid, 1.3-5 cm. long. Male
flowers: Peduncles slender, 5-10 mm. long, in small clusters (rarely
solitary). Calyx narrowly campanulate, hairy; tube 3-4 mm, long;
teeth short, subulate. Corolla yellow, 4-6 mm, long, more or less
pubescent; segments elliptic, acute. Appendage of the connective of
the anthers a little shorter than the anthei. Female flowers: Peduncles
slender, 1.3-2.5 cm. long in fruit. Ovary hairy. Fruit ellipsoid or
subglobose, 3,8 by 3.2 cm., longitudinally variegated with 10 green
stripes, pale yellow when ripe, with bitter pulp. Seeds white, ellip-
soid, not margined.
Distribution     Throughout the  greater  part  of India,  Ceylon—Afghanistan,  Persia,
Malaya, N   Australia
The green fruit is bitter, slightly sour; stomachic; cures ** kapha "
and biliousness; increases "vata" The dried fruit is indigestible;
astringent to the bowels; improves taste; cures "kapha" and bilious-
ness (Ayurveda),
The pulp of the fruit is very bitter and is a drastic purgative,
A decoction of the roots is preferred as being milder in its operation
and causing less irritation.
The seeds are cooling and astringent, and useful in bilious
disorders.

